
The political fight that has broken out in the US about contraception is both 
surprising and at the same time traditionally American.  It is also part of a 
global trend of rage against gender transformation, of religious conservatism, 
and of anxieties about sex.  It also has everything to do with a smart black 
man as President.

Linda Gordon, Florence Kelley Professor of History and University Professor 
of the Humanities at New York University, is the author of Woman’s Body, 
Woman’s Right: The History of Birth Control in America which remains the 
definitive history of birth-control politics in the US and was completely 
revised and re-published as The Moral Property of Women.  Her many other 
award-winning publications include Heroes of Their Own Lives: The History 
and Politics of Family Violence, Pitied But Not Entitled: Single Mothers and 
the History of Welfare, The Great Arizona Orphan Abduction, and Dorothea 
Lange: A Life Beyond Limits. Gordon served on the Departments of Justice/
Health and Human Services Advisory Council on Violence Against Women 
for the Clinton administration.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Santa Barbara Women’s Political Committee 
is a non-partisan political action committee 

dedicated to fur thering gender equality 
and feminist values through political, 

social and educational activities.

www.sbwpc.org
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Don’t Get MaD, Get even…

We all know the saying, but what does it mean in terms 

of our feminist values and how these values are reflected 

in our leadership?

Judging by the current numbers of 
women in office—the US ranks 71st in the 
world for percentage of women in office; 
the percentage of females in the US Con-
gress is only 17%; in 2010, the number of 
women in office declined for the first time 
in 30 years; and women of color constitute 
only 4.5% of the total members of Congress 
and 3.5% of state legislators 1—it seems to 
mean very little. 

But instead of getting mad, let’s Get 
Even. Anger only gets one so far, which is 
either to the brink of insanity about being 
stuck in the Middle Ages or it can fuel your 
way to taking action. And there is, unfortu-
nately, plenty to be mad about. So it is time 
to take action. 

Take, for instance, the House Commit-
tee on Oversight and Government Reform 
hearing in February on contraceptive cov-
erage that absurdly consisted only of male 

participants. Or, take the comments made a 
month or so back about Sandra Fluke by the 
ever-controversial Rush Limbaugh, who is 
notorious for his diatribes. And while the fury 
and outrage ran high at first, only two radio 
stations, one in Massachusetts and one in Ha-
waii, have taken his show off the air. Sponsors 
are slowly returning and he will weather the 
storm, unscathed. 

Another example: on March 8, 2012, 
eight of the nine women in the Georgia Senate 
walked out in protest of the War on Women 
and their reproductive rights. Two bills were 
introduced: the first would prohibit state em-
ployees from using their state health benefits to 
pay for abortions and the second would ensure 
that employees of private religious institutions 
would have no right to demand that their 
insurance policies pay for contraceptives. 

These are just a very few examples of the 
on-going, troubling and unacceptable state 

Jane Gray
SBWPC Board President

(continued on p. 2)

Contributions to the SBWPC support the following activities: advocacy and lobbying on issues of importance to women, community 
education and outreach, recruitment and training of feminist candidates, direct endorsement of candidates, campaigns and candidate 
support. We welcome and greatly appreciate your donations for the realization of these aims and to bring feminist women into office. 
Because of the political nature of the work, contributions are not tax-deductible.
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